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Defending the Criminal Justice System in Mary Shelley’s Frankenstein
Thesis:
Although justice is not served equally well for Victor, Justine, and the creature, the evidence in each case is a greater determining factor than gender, class or religious prejudice.
I. There are important historical and literary foundations for Shelley’s presentation of the theme of justice in her novel.

A. The French Revolution and Britain’s response to it produced an increasing distrust of the British legal system and a desire to explore alternatives.

B. William Godwin’s Caleb Williams provides a fictionalized critique of the criminal justice system in Great Britain, especially in terms of class.
C. Mary Wollstonecraft’s Maria, or the Wrongs of Woman also offers a harsh appraisal of the court system, especially in its treatment of women.

II. In the case of William’s murder, the Genevan trial of Justine offers an example of an alternative legal system, even though the outcome is not ideal.

A. The fact that Justine has not committed the crime does not automatically categorize her conviction as unjust.

B. Objectively, the evidence against Justine is valid and compelling.

C. Without being able to counter the evidence of the locket, Justine has no reasonable expectation of acquittal.

III. In the case of Clerval’s murder, the Irish magistrate provides Victor with more respect than Justine receives, but it is the evidence that frees him.
A. As in Justine’s situation, the plot of the novel is an important determining factor.

B. Unlike Justine, Victor is able to be provided with an alibi, and thus is justifiably spared from trial.

IV. In the case of Elizabeth’s murder, the criminal justice system is shown to be ineffective, but largely because the presence of the Creature could not have been taken into account by the creators of that system.
A. Victor’s status as a gentleman surely deflects suspicion away from him.

B. The magistrate’s claim that the Creature would be able to evade traditional legal pursuits is both valid and essential.

V. The Creature’s status as social outsider is reinforced by the two trials he is symbolically subjected to.

A. The Creature’s engagement with the De Lacy family, the only trial he faces, demonstrates the strongest example of prejudice overshadowing the evidence.

B. The investigation of Elizabeth’s murder confirms the Creature’s location outside of the laws of society.
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